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The past year has been filled with anxiety and�
apprehension with the unstable economy, soaring gas�
prices, instability of the stock market, and worries about�
what the future holds.  We are all hopeful that 2009 will�
be a year of positive changes and opportunities.�

In spite of these difficult times, we are encouraged by the�
fact that our business community is active and healthy,�
and that a number of shopping opportunities are�
available right here in Schoolcraft.�

Please think about what you can do to support our local�
community by doing your business here in the Village of�
Schoolcraft.  Not only will you save time and money,�
your support will help our business community stay�
strong during these difficult economic times.�

On behalf of the Village of Schoolcraft, I wish you all a�
Happy New Year.�



With the Holiday Seasons behind us, the Village of Schoolcraft will begin looking�
at a  number of projects for the new year.  The Village Council will  be�
considering a number of possibilities ranging from sidewalk construction, road�
projects, park equipment upgrades, water main upgrades, and a bi-annual�
Special Hazardous Waste Drop Off Program to be held in late April 2009.�

The Village staff is busy working on preparation of the new 2009-2010 Fiscal�
Year Budget, completion of the Capital Improvement Plan for Equipment,�
Buildings , and other major capital improvement items.�

The Village of Schoolcraft is pleased to offer many fine programs and services�
to our residents, such as 24 hour police and fire protection, snow removal from�
Village sidewalks and roads, annual Village Wide clean up, recycling, leaf pick�
up, and much more.  We continue to look at other programs and opportunities�
for our residents, and would appreciate hearing any comments or suggestions�
that you may have.�

The Planning Commission has been working diligently to update our zoning�
ordinances to benefit both our residential and business community.  Soon, the�
entire zoning ordinance will be available online for your convenience.�

I have heard many positive comments from businesses  who participated in the�
Annual Christmas Walk.  They were delighted with the turnout, and are very�
thankful for the support of their many customers and friends.�

Best wishes to all of you for a Happy New Year.�

Cheri M. Lutz�
Village Manager�



When a winter storm strikes, do not drive unless necessary.�

• Be aware of and obey all�travel restrictions that may be in place in your area.�

• If you must travel, make sure your vehicle is stocked with survival gear such as:�

o�Blankets�
o�Shovel�
o�Flashlight and extra batteries�
o�Extra warm clothing�
o�Set of tire chains�
o�Battery b�ooster cables�
o�Quick energy foods�
o�Brightly�-�colored cloth to use as a distress flag�

• Keep your gas tank full to prevent gasoline freeze�-�up.�
• If you have a cell phone or two�-�way radio available for your use, keep the battery charged and keep it wit�h�

you whenever traveling. If you should become stranded, you will be able to call for help, advising�
rescuers of your location.�

• Always make sure that someone knows your travel plans.�

Drive Safely�
The leading cause of death and injuries during winter�storms is transportation accidents. Before getting�
behind the wheel this winter season, follow these tips to keep you and your family safe while traveling:�

• Keep vehicles clear of ice and snow. Good vision is a key to good driving.�
• Plan your stops an�d keep more distance between cars.�
• Be extra alert. Remember, snowdrifts can hide smaller children.�
• Always match your speed to the road and weather conditions.�

Trapped in a Car�
Here are some tips to follow should a blizzard trap you on the road:�

• Stay in your car and wait for help to find you.�
• Run your engine for short periods of time to stay warm. Keep your down�-�wind window open and make sure�

your exhaust pipe is clear of snow.�
• Turn on the dome light at night when you are running the engin�e to signal rescuers.�
• Hang a brightly colored piece of cloth or piece of clothing from your car.�
• Exercise from time to time by vigorously moving arms, legs, fingers and toes to keep blood circulating and�

to keep warm.�

bcampbell@�villageofschoolcraft.com�



Village of Schoolcraft offers�
 to Village�

Residents on the fourth Wednesday�
of each month.  This widely used�
program benefits our residents and�
helps to support  our environment�
through the proper disposal of�
recyclable materials.�

who wish to recycle may�
take their recyclables to the Best Way�
Transfer Station located at 2606�
Miller Road between the hours of 8-5�
Monday through Friday, and�
Saturday between the hours of 8 am�
to noon.�

This service is�  and is�
for recyclable materials only.  You�
may contact Brandy at Best Way at�
269-388-3300 for additional�
information.�

State and Local Ordinance Prohibits�
the plowing of snow into or across�
the roadway and/or sidewalks.�
This ordinance is for  vehicular and�
pedestrian safety.�

Please be sure that when you are�
clearing snow from your driveway,�
that you are also keeping it off the�
sidewalks and roadways.�

Your cooperation will be greatly�
appreciated by our winter walkers.�

Emergency Outdoor Warning�
T�he Village of Schoolcraft has just completed installation of a Federal�
2001 Emergency System.  This remote controlled, state of the art�
system is a high power rotating siren, and will provide maximum�
coverage for the Village of Schoolcraft.�

The siren will be tested on the first Saturday of each month at 1:00�
p.m.  During the test, you will hear the siren for one continuous�
minute.�

In an actual emergency, the siren will sound for three continuous�
minutes.  The siren will�  sound an all clear sound.�



January 5, 2009�
January 19, 2009�
February 2, 2009�
February 16, 2009�

March 2 2009�
March 16, 2009�

April 6, 2009�
April 20, 2009�
May 4, 2009�
May 18. 2009�
June 1, 2009�
June 15, 2009�

July 6,2009�
August 3, 2009�

September 8, 2009 (Tuesday)�
September 21, 2009�

October 5, 2009�
October 19, 2009�
November 2, 2009�
November 16, 2009�
December 7, 2009�
December 21, 2009�

Meetings are held on the first and third�
Monday of each month in the Village Hall�
at 7:00 p.m. Except during the months of�
July and August when meetings are held�

on the first Monday of each month.�

January 12, 2009�
February 9, 2009�
March 9, 2009�
April 13, 2009�
May 11, 2009�
June 8, 2009�
July 13, 2009�

August 10, 2009�
September 14, 2009�
October 12, 2009�
November 9, 2009�
December 14, 2009�

Meetings are held on the second Monday of�
each month at 7:00 p.m. In the Village Hall.�

January 8, 2009  July 2, 2009�
February 5, 2009  August 6, 2009�
March 5, 2009  September 3, 2009�
April 2, 2009   October 1, 2009�
May 7, 2009   November  5, 2009�
June 4, 2009   December 3, 2009�

 Meetings are held on the first Thursday of each�
month at 8:00 a.m. In the Village Hall.�

ALL MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO THE�
PUBLIC AND YOU ARE ENCOURAGED�
TO ATTEND�



In an effort to reduce both cost and carbon footprint, Schoolcraft Schools is exploring�
greater energy  efficiency and wind power.�An Energy C onsortium made up of  several�
Kalamazoo�C�ounty schools (Portage, C limax�-�Scotts,�Galesburg�-�Augusta, KRESA and�
Schoolcraft) will be  meeting with business partner, Energy Education, to learn ways to�
reduce energy�usage�.  In concert with this mission, the  district is also  investigating�the�
feasibility  of installing�a wind turbine�as a so�urce of�electrical�power�.  Much research�
related  to�proper�siting�,�wind a ssessment, and�return on investment is needed to�
determine  the p ro jec t’s v iability�.�

---�A  s p ec ia l s to ryh o ur  f o r�stu d en ts i n  Y o u n g  F iv e s  a n d �
K in d e rg a r te n w i ll  b e  h e ld  o n  th e  fo ll o w in g  d a te s :  J a n u a ry  1 4 , F eb ru a ry  1 1 , M a rch �
1 1 , A p r il  1 5  a n d  M a y  1 3 .   Th is  s to ry �h o ur  ru n s  fro m  1 1 :1 0   to  1 1 :5 0  A. M .�
S tu d en ts  a re  to  b r in g  a  b ro w n  b a g  lu n ch , d r in k  (N O �R ED  O R PU RP LE  D RIN K S�
PL EA SE ), �a  s m ile  a n d  g o o d  li s ten in g  ea rs .�J �

Th is  s to ryh o u r  is  a  o n e  o n  o n e  e xp e r ien ce  fo r  ch i ld ren  a g e s 1 8  to  3 6 �
m o n ths  a n d  a  p a re n t/g r�a n d p a r�en t .�TO T  T im e �w ill  b e  h e ld �o n  W ed n es d a ys ,�
Feb ru a ry  1 8  th ru M a rc h  1 1 , 2 0 0 9  fro m  9 :3 0 �- �1 0 :3 0  A. M .  Th is  h o u r  co n s is t s o f�
2 0 �-�2 5  m in u te s  o f s to r ie s a n d  s o n g s  a n d  fi ng e rp la ys  a n d  e nd s  w i th  3 0 �-�3 5  m in u te s �
o f free  p la y  a nd  s o c ia l iza t io n  fo r  th e  c h ild re n a n d  t�h e ir  p a ren ts .  P re�-�re g is tra t io n  i s �
req u ired  a n d  sp a ce  i s lim ited , s o  ca l l th e  l ib ra ry  to d a y  a t 6 7 9 �-�5 9 5 9  a n d  re s e rve  a �
s p o t  fo r  yo u rse lf a n d  y o ur  c h ild . �

---�1 5 �th �A n nu a l  B a tt le  o f the  B o o k s w i ll  b e  h e ld  a t  th e �
Sc ho o l cra ft  H ig h S ch o o l�PA C  o n  Sa tu rd a y , F eb rua ry  1 4  b eg in n in g  a t  1 0  A .M .�
Tea m s  o f s tu d en ts  i n , 4 �th �-�6 �th �g ra d es , f ro m  Sch o o l cra ft , V ic k sb u rg  a n d  Pa rch m en t�
w ill  b e  “ b a tt li n g ”  a g a in s t  o n e  a n o th e r  to  se e  w h o  k n o ws �th e  m o s t  a b o u t th e  2 0 0 8 �-�
2 0 0 9  “ Ba t t le  b o o ks ” .   C o m e  wa tch  th e s e  s tud en �ts  d a zz le  yo u  w ith  th e ir  k n o w led g e �
a s  the y  fig h t  to  rea ch  f ir s t th e  S em i F in a l b a t t le s l a te r  in  th e  d a y  a nd  th en  th e�
G ra n d  B a t t le  o n  T h urs d a y , F eb ru a ry  1 9  a t th e  PA C  a t  7  P .M .�

-- -�Id e nt i ty  th e ft  is  o n e  o f th e  fa ste s t  g ro w in g  c rim es �in �
A m er ic a  a n d  the  S ch o o l cra ft  C o m m u n ity  L ib ra ry  w il l b e  o ffe r in g �tw o  s em in a rs  to �
h e lp  yo u  lea rn  h o w  to  p ro te c t  yo u rs e lf f ro m  th i s cr im e .   Th e s e  s em ina rs w il l b e�
h e ld  a t th e  l ib ra ry  o n  T u esd a y, Ja n u a ry  2 0 �th �a t  7  P .M . o r  o n  W e d n es d a y, J a n ua ry �
2 1 �st�a t  2  P .M .�Th e  s em in a rs a re  free  a n d  a b o u t 1  h o ur  i n  le ng th  a n d  w il l b e �
p re s en ted  b y  W e ste rn  &  So u th e rn  L ife .  M a te r ia l s w i ll b e  p ro v id ed  to  h e lp  yo u �
a s s e s s y o ur  r i s k p o ten t ia l a n d  to  h e lp  yo u  ch a n g e  b eh a v io rs  to  p ro te c t  yo u  fro m �
b ec o m in g  a  v i c t im .  P le a se  ca ll  to d �a y a n d  re s e rv e  a  s p o t  in  th is  ve ry  im p o rta n t  a n d �
t im e l y  s em in a r .  I t  co u ld  sa v e  yo u  h u n d red s  o f d o lla rs . 6 7 9 �-�5 9 5 9 .�



South County Com m unity Se rvices Inform ation for�Ja n. 2009�
Schoolcra ft V illage New s letter�

L u n ch  &  L ea rn S eries A m o nth ly p ro g ram  featu rin g to p ics of  in tere s�t to  a d ults. FO URT H�
W ed n es da y,�Jan u ary 28, at n o on . O ur to p ic is:  “ O H M y Ach in g  B ack” �

Dr. Ken  Fr a�n klin  f ro m  F am ily Do cto rs o f Vicksb u rg �will ta lk  about the  m any  c aus es of, and�
treatm ents ava ilab le  for,  a cute or chronic ba ck pain.�

T he pro gram  starts w ith lun ch fr om  S enior  S erv ices  a t noon, fo llowe d b y th e free  progra m at�
12:30 P M. A donat ion of $2 .5�0  for persons  6 0 a nd o ld er fo r the lunc h is  r ecom m en ded. U nder�
ag e 60 , $4. L unch re servat ions s hould be ma de by 11:00 AM  on T uesd ay, J anuary 27, for the�
W ednesd ay prog ram . C all�649�-�2901 , ext.  14, o r�tfran k lin @ sc cs.us �.�T h ere is  no charge to�
attend just D r. F ra nkllin ’s prog ram . P lease  ar rive by  12 :20  P M to attend the program .�

ANG EL  F O O D MINIS TR IE S  C O MING  T O  S O U TH  C O UNT Y  C O MM U NITY  SE RV IC ES  IN�
JAN UAR Y! !!�
W e are v ery  ex cited to  br in g th is  wo nderful,  m on ey�-�s aving  food  p�rogram  to  the So uth Co unty�
area!!   S CCS  is th e c oordina ting  ag ency , par tne ring w ith  V ick sburg United Method is t Ch urc h�
(V UM C)  as  the  m onthly distribu tion s ite.�

T h ere are n o  in co m e o r ag e r eq uirem en ts to  pa rticip ate! An yo n e w h o  ea ts q ua lifies!�T his�
is a F AB �ULO US program  fo r s enior s,  c ollege students  an d a ny fam ilies that wa nt to stretch th eir�
grocery budg et.�

F o r ju st $3 0 yo u  w il l  g et  $6 0 w o rth o f fo o d !!�Yo u mu st order in pers on AN D PA Y in adva nce�
(c as h, m oney  order or food stam ps/B ridge Ca rd acc epted;�no p�erso nal c heck s�) . Y our Ang el�
F ood box  w ill be delivered to the V ic ks burg  U nited M ethodist  Church. You m us t pick  u p y our�
order on th e d esigna ted  S aturday  d uring distribu tion hou rs. T h ere are  no refun ds fo r u nclaim ed�
orders .�Call SC CS  at 649�-�2 901 or visit  our�webs ite ,�www .s cc s.us�,�for  m ore inform ation.�

T HE  T A X M AN CO M E T H!�A pr il 15 w ill be  he re before you  k now it!�F ree,�ba sic inco me  tax�
as sistanc e is available for individua ls  or fa milies  w ith incom e les s tha n $ 42,0 00 for  th�e 2008 tax�
ye ar.  A ll r eturns are d one by IRS�-�cer tif ied volunteers and are e�-�filed. Call the 2�-�1 �-�1 Helpline or�
go online at�w w w .g ryp h o n .org �and c lic k on ta x calend ar for  the nearest Kalam az oo Coun ty �
loca tion s, t im es and a lis t of  w hat d ocum ents to b ring.�S p�on sore d by: K alam azo o C ounty T ax �
Cou nse ling  In it ia tive .�



The Village  of Schoolcraft is responsible for snow removal on sidewalks.�

 and please be sure that your vehicle is not parked across any sidewalk at�
any time of the year.�

PRESORTED STANDARD�
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The Department of Public Works will be picking up�
Christmas Trees through January 30, 2009.�

Just place your tree in the right-of-way, and we will pick�
them up throughout the month of January.�


